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A product that is designed to last

• Durability—The watch is designed for long-term use
• Repairability and maintenance—The watch can be repaired 

and continued to be used

• Replaceability of parts—Long-term availability of parts allows 
for repair rather than complete replacement

➢ Circular economy is not an entirely new way of thinking, as 
high-quality industrial products have long demonstrated this 
approach



Going full circle

• Good examples show that circular economy is practical and 
scalable

• Design for durability, repair, and reuse must once again become 
the norm today

• We at CE.NRW bring together stakeholders who are advancing 
such approaches in North Rhine-Westphalia
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For the established Circular Economy community in NRW
• Activating the community and promoting synergies

• Building bridges between politics, administration, business, science
• Pointing out white spots and double structures

For companies and municipalities that want to go circular in NRW
• Offering (low-threshold) central point of contact & initial consultation 

for companies and municipalities
• Matching newcomers with the established community

CE.NRW: What we offer



Stakeholder mapping

cenrw-landkarte.de



Project idea Funding

Consortium formationProject outline

Application submission Project implementation

We provide initial advice with a focus on 
alignment with political strategies, regulations, 
and funding opportunities..

We provide you access to interested companies 
in our network to bring together suitable 
partners for project implementation.

We review and refine your outline together with you 
before submission as part of your funding 
application.

We identify suitable funding and financing 
opportunities and support you in communications 
with funding agencies and ministries.

We assist in preparing your project application 
and support the process with a Letter of Intent.

We provide our technical expertise and, upon 
agreement and invitation, participate in project 
meetings and events.

Overview of Funding (North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, EU)



Basic research Industrial research Experimental development Market

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Proof 
of Concept

Experimental setup
in the laboratory

Prototype in
operational environment

Prototype in
use

Successful implementation
in operational environment

Zirkuläre Produktion

Start-Up Transfer.NRW

ZukunftUmweltwirtschaft.NRW

Ressource.NRW

Ressourceneffizienzberatung (NRW)

CircularCities.NRW

Grüne Gründungen.NRW

Kooperationszusammenschlüsse für eine 
Circular Economy

Regio.NRW

Rheinisches Revier – Energetische 
Sanierung kommunaler Gebäude

Rheinisches Revier – Förderangebot 
Unternehmen Revier

NRW.BANK.Invest Zukunft

Circular Economy 
Accelerator Program

NRW.Venture

NRW.SeedCapNRW.BANK.Gründung 
und Wachstum

NRW.BANK Ressourceneffizienz & 
Circular Economy

TR
L

Produktives.NRW 
(JTF-Gebietskulisse)

MunicipalitySME

Science

Business

Key
Eligible applicants:

Program status: Not active Active Future active

Start-up

*Indicative representation, not a claim of correct TRL assignment

https://www.in.nrw/massnahmen/zirkulaere-produktion
https://www.in.nrw/massnahmen/start-up-transfer-nrw
https://www.ptj.de/foerdermoeglichkeiten/in-nrw/zukunft-umweltwirtschaft-nrw
https://www.efa.nrw/fuer-unternehmen/angebote/beratung-finanzierung/foerderprogramm-ressourcenrw-2025-2026
https://www.lanuk.nrw.de/landesamt/foerderprogramme/ressourceneffizienz-beratungen
https://www.in.nrw/circular-cities-nrw
https://www.in.nrw/massnahmen/gruene-gruendungen-nrw
https://www.efa.nrw/fuer-unternehmen/angebote/beratung-finanzierung/foerderprogramm-kooperationszusammenschluessel-circular-economy
https://www.in.nrw/massnahmen/regio-nrw
https://www.rheinisches-revier.de/foerderwegweiser/foerderprogramm-energetische-sanierung-kommunaler-gebaeude
https://www.rheinisches-revier.de/foerderwegweiser/foerderangebot-unternehmen-revier
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderung/foerderprodukte/60274/nrwbank-invest-zukunft.html
https://circular-valley.org/about_the_program
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderung/foerderprodukte/15261/nrwventure.html#absatz-ku-1
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderung/foerderprodukte/15802/nrwseedcap.html#absatz-ku-1
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderung/foerderprodukte/60100/nrwbank-gruendung-und-wachstum.html#absatz-ku-1
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/foerderung/foerderprodukte/60010/ressourceneffizienz-und-circular-economy.html#absatz-ku-1
https://www.in.nrw/massnahmen/produktives-nrw


ZIM

KMU-Innovativ: Kreislaufwirtschaft & Ressourceneffizienz

Bundesförderung Industrie & Klimaschutz

EEW

Umweltinnovations-
programm

DBU-Förderung

KfW 
Rohstofffonds

Forschung & Entwicklung an Batterietechnologien … (B@TS) 

8. Energieforschungsprogramm: Ressourceneffizienz & zirkuläre Wirtschaft

KfW-Umwelt-
programm

KfW Klimaschutzoffensive 
für Unternehmen

Basic research Industrial research Experimental development Market

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Proof 
of Concept

Experimental setup
in the laboratory

Prototype in
operational environment

Prototype in
use

Successful implementation
in operational environment

TR
L

MunicipalitySME

Science

Business

Key
Eligible applicants:

Program status: Not active Active Future active

Start-up

*Indicative representation, not a claim of correct TRL assignment

https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.ptj.de/foerdermoeglichkeiten/fona/kmu-i-ressourcen_und_kreislaufwirtschaft
https://www.bafa.de/SharedDocs/Kurzmeldungen/DE/Energie/Energie-_Resourceneffizienz/20230501_neue_ricchtlinie.html
https://www.umweltinnovationsprogramm.de/
https://www.dbu.de/foerderung/
https://www.kfw.de/Rohstofffonds/
https://www.ptj.de/foerdermoeglichkeiten/vom-material-zur-innovation/bats
https://www.ptj.de/foerdermoeglichkeiten/angewandte-energieforschung/8-efp/ressourceneffizi
https://www.kfw.de/inlandsfoerderung/Unternehmen/Energie-und-Umwelt/F%C3%B6rderprodukte/Umweltprogramm-(240-241)/
https://www.kfw.de/inlandsfoerderung/Unternehmen/Energie-Umwelt/F%c3%b6rderprodukte/Klimaschutzoffensive-f%c3%bcr-den-Mittelstand-(293)/


Innovation Fund – Net-Zero 
Technologies Call

Basic research Industrial research Experimental development Market

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Proof 
of Concept

Experimental setup
in the laboratory

Prototype in
operational environment

Prototype in
use

Successful implementation
in operational environment

TR
L

MunicipalitySME

Science

Business

Key
Eligible applicants:

Program status: Not active Active Future active

Start-up

Boosting circularity and diversification 
strategies of terrestrial livestock production 

systems

Circular innovative advanced materials: 
facilitating the transition from design to 

markets

Improving circularity of multilayer flexible 
plastic food contact packaging

Optimise the usage of resources in a circular 
economy

Industrial scale up and circularity pathway for 
IPV technologies 

*Indicative representation, not a claim of correct TRL assignment

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/innovation-fund/calls-regular-grants_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-02-FARM2FORK-05
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-01
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-03-D3-13


Effizienzagentur NRW (efa)
Advice on resource efficiency, CIRCO Hub 
(workshops on circular business models), 
funding advisory services, training programs
Link

Circular Valley Foundation (Start-ups)
Circular Economy Accelerator Program
Link

ZENIT
Sustainability consulting, funding overview, 
funding advisory services, project 
matchmaking
Link

NRW.BANK
Advisory services through the Venture 
Center, networking, financing
Management of funding programs: 
resource efficiency & circular economy, 
Invest Zukunft, among others
Link

Funding advisory services

https://www.efa.nrw/
https://www.zenit.de/services/nachhaltigkeit-circular-economy/
https://www.nrwbank.de/de/gruender/gruenden-die-ersten-jahre/start-up-start/


Event about the DPP

The Digital Product Passport (DPP) is a digital ID for a product. It makes important information—
such as materials, repairability, and recycled content—electronically accessible via a QR code or 
another data carrier.

Interactive event about the DPP
16th June 2026 9:00 am to 06:00 pm
Hochschule Ruhr West, Bottrop
Link to event

2026 2027 2028

07/19 
ESPR DPP Registry

08/18 DA Battery

02/18 Battery Passport 
requirement for 

batteries

CPR – Horizontal Data 
Infrastructure

CPR – mandatory 
starting in 2028

https://app.guestoo.de/public/event/3a40bae2-4147-4557-ba98-0d99f51aab04?lang=de
https://app.guestoo.de/public/event/3a40bae2-4147-4557-ba98-0d99f51aab04?lang=de
https://app.guestoo.de/public/event/3a40bae2-4147-4557-ba98-0d99f51aab04?lang=de


Thank you!
NRW.Energy4Climate GmbH
Bildnachweise: © NRW.Energy4Climate, 
© Pixabay, © Pexels, © Getty Images, © Schulz
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